Articles.  Special cases
1. Personal names: Peter, Brown

BUT: the Browns (family)

2. titles, military ranks, forms of address: Professor Pavlov, General Ivanov, Lord Charles, Mr. White, President Putin, Good morning, Captain

BUT: the President
3. The + adj. (plural, collective meaning): the rich, the poor, the old, the blind, the sick, the disabled, the injured, the wounded, the unemployed…

BUT: a poor old man, a blind man

4. The + nationality words (people of the country):

The British, the Welsh, the Irish, the Spanish, the Japanese, the Swiss, the Dutch…

BUT: mind –s in the plural – the Russians, the Italians, the Arabs, the Scots, the Turks

5. Geographical names: O-article:
1) continents, countries, states, cities -Africa, South America, France, Germany, Texas, Cairo, Madrid

   BUT: The + republic, union, kingdom, states – the UK, the USA, the Arab Emirates, the     republic of Ireland; the Netherlands, the Philippines, the Argentina, the Congo, the Ukraine, the Crimea, the Hague

2) islands: Corfu, Sicily, Easter Island

BUT: island groups (the Bahamas, the Canaries = the Canary Islands, the British Isles)

3) Mountains: Everest, Ben Nevis, (Mount) Etna

BUT: mountain chains : the Caucasus, the Rocky Mountains, the Andes, the Alps
4)streets, roads, squares: Regent Street, Cromwell Road, Fifth Avenue, Broadway, Piccadilly Circus, Red Square

BUT: the Mall, the Strand, the High Street (London)______________________________________
THE 
1) rivers, seas, oceans: the Volga, the Thames, the Suez Canal, the Baikal, the Atlantic ocean
BUT: Lake Baikal, Hudson Bay

2) regions: the Middle East, the Far East, the North of Englandб the West of Canada
BUT: Northern England, Western Canada 

3) deserts: the Sahara Desert, the Karakum

4) hotels, restaurants, pubs, cinemas, museums, galleries: the Hilton, the Bombey Restaurant, the Palace Theatre, the Orion, the Tate Gallery, the British Museum

BUT: shops, restaurants, hotels, banks named after the people who started them: Harrods (shop), Maxim’s (rest), Lloyds bank (mind the ending –s, ‘s)

5) place names with OF(places, buildings): the Bank of England, the Tower of London, the Museum of modern Art

BUT: place or personal names put first: Kennedy Airport, Cambridge University, London Zoo, St. Paul’s Cathedral

6) English and American newspapers: the Times, the Washington Post

BUT: Russian – Pravda , Moyo

7) ships: the “Pskov”, the “Titanic” – ship=she

8) cardinal points: the North Pole, the South  Pole, the Arctic, the North

BUT: travel north, Brighton is south of London, From East to West , From North to South (set expressions)_______________________________________________________________________
School, college, bed, prison, jail, hospital:
O-article = function - to go to school (be a pupil), to go to church to pray, to go to bed (to sleep)

A, the = building – to see the church, to go to the prison to visit a criminal____________________
The most = the superlative degree of an adj.

Most = very – O-article She is a most devoted friend.____________________________________
What, such, quite, rather -+a/ an in exclamatory sentences - Не is quite an old man!
Articles exercises
“a” or “the”

1. The students are going to write … test.  …test consists of five tasks.

2. My son got … bad mark at school yesterday, but … mark did not upset him.

3. We have … new student in the class. …student comes from Peru.

4. They gave … party last night. Everybody enjoyed … party.

5. I found …kitten in the street and brought it home, but my mother is against …kitten.

6. He met … girl at the disco. …girl was a wonderful dancer.

7. My uncle built …house. …house is small but quite comfortable.

8. I saw …beautiful dress in the shop, but …dress was too expensive for me to buy.

9. There is … new dictionary on sale now. … dictionary gives 200.000 words.

10.  You asked me… question but I think you should know … answer yourself.

“a/an” or “-“

1. What … witty man!

2. What … good children!

3. What … miserable weather!

4. What … fantastic dress!

5. What … wonderful news!

6. What … strange answer!

7. What … valuable information!

8. What … informative article!

9. What… beautiful hair she has!

10. What … wonderful flowers!

“a”, “the», or “–“ (meals)

1. Let’s settle all business matters before … lunch.

2. I usually have a cup of tea with sandwiches for … breakfast.

3. Mum, is … dinner ready?

4. Something is burning! – Oh, I’ve forgotten about … supper again!

5. How much did you pay for … dinner?

6. You usually have … breakfast at 8, don’t you?

7. They had … delicious lunch at the café.

8. How many people will be present? How much wine shall we have for - supper?

9. Most people watch TV after …supper.

10. When … tea is ready we shall call you. 

“the” or “–“

1. … Adriatic Sea, which is between the coasts of …Italy and Yugoslavia, is an arm of …Mediterranean Sea.

2. … Swiss Alps are a good place to go to if you like skiing.

3. “My heart’s in …Highlands”.

4. …Chicago River flows south towards …Gulf of …Mexico.

5. …Panama Canal connects …Atlantic and …Pacific Oceans.

6. …Volga flows from …Valdai Hills to …Caspian Sea.

7. We get tea from …China and Ceylon.

8. …Alaska is the biggest state in …USA.

9. Where are … British Isles situated?

10. The pupil showed …Europe, …Asia, …North and …South America, …Africa on the map but he completely forgot about …Australia.

11. …Tverskaya Street is the central street of Moscow.

12. …National Gallery faces …Trafalgar square.

13. When did you arrive at … Heathrow airport?

14. …Bolshoy Theatre is famous for its ballet performances.

15. What is on at … “Odeon”?

16. Whenever the Greens come to London they stay at …Hilton Hotel.

17. Tourists coming to London often do the shopping in … Oxford Street.

18.  …London Zoo is situated in …Regent Park of London. 

19.  You can find a beautiful collection of Modern Art in … Tate Gallery.

20. What is … British Museum famous for?

“a/an”, “the” or “–“

1. It was …evening.

2. It was …warm summer evening.

3. …evening was very pleasant.

4. Let’s meet in …evening, I’ll be very busy in …afternoon.

5. It was … early morning.

6. It snowed at … night.

7. We started early in … morning.

8. … night came, … day broke, but there was no sign of the pane.

9. Don’t worry, we’ll get home before …sunset.

10. The children were shivering though it was … warm night.

11. … Russians like … good hard winter with plenty of snow and frost.

12. Nature is so beautiful in … winter.

13. In this country … spring is always wet, … summer is unbearably hot, … autumn is wet and muddy, … winter is cold and snowy.

14. Do you still remember … spring when you first told me of your love?

15. Nothing can be more beautiful than motoring across the green fields in … early spring.

16. It was … late autumn.

17. … autumn of 1993 was very warm and sunny.

18. … makes people feel young.

19. I like … summer best.

20. What do you usually do in … autumn?

“a/an”, “the” or”–“

1. This trip costs …lot of …money.

2. She failed us. What …surprise! What … shame! What… shock!

3. I don’t believe you, I think you’re telling … lie.

4. Did you have … lovely time at … picnic?

5. I was feeling sleepy so I had … nap.

6. He made … mistake.

7. Could you give me … lift to … school?

8. Have … look at … sky. It looks like rain.

9. She’ll have … shower and return in … hour and … half.

10. I’ll have to make … speech at the reception.

11. I assure you I’m telling you … truth.

12. In England we drive on … left.

13. Henry … VIII had six wives.

14. In summer they seldom go to … school.

15. I like to stay at … home on cold nights.

16. …Christmas is on … 24th of …December.

17. Tom didn’t go to … work yesterday.

18. He lives in … North of …Africa.

19. … advice, you gave me, helped a lot.

20. I like to be in … center of everything.

Fixed expressions.


All of… sudden; as … result; in… demand; to tell … truth; to be at … loss; once … week; from …head to … foot; as … matter of fact; in … loud voice; at …first sight; …day before yesterday; after … lunch; two times … day; in…fact; to have … good time; to play… violin; in… conclusion; at…time; to be in…hurry; from …time to …time; by…mistake; …other day; at…sunset; to watch…TV; to listen to … radio; to be in…bed; for… example; to tell … time; by… bicycle; to take …seat 

Test on Articles.

Choose   A) a     B)  the     C)  –

1. Please clean … blackboard.

2. … good books have … good examples.

3. I must go to … bank and … post office.

4. It’s as cold as… ice.

5. Which is longer:… Volga or … Danube?

6. Would you like to go to … theatre with me tonight?

7. Is … Everest … highest mountain in … world?

8. … news that you brought was … great shock.

9. It’s …  pity that you can’t come.

10. … weather was fine, and we decided to take …walk.

11. They say … sugar is bad for you.

12. He went to … prison to visit his son.

13. Is … Amsterdam in … United States or in … Netherlands?

14. This school has quite …large campus.

15. … Statue of Liberty was presented as … gift by … people of …France to … people of … Unites States.

16. … sun rises in … east and sets in … west.

17. … Loch Ness is … lake in Scotland.

18. … English are very proud of their history.

19. Do you know what is on at … “Bolshoi” tomorrow evening?

20. Is … Malta in … Mediterranean?

21. They are looking for … man with … long dark hair. He is armed and dangerous.

22. I’d like to have … hamburger for… breakfast.

23. Pushkin is … outstanding Russian poet.

24. Can you play… piano.

25. Will you play … chess with me.

26. At… night I had … terrible headache after I had drunk … lot of coffee in … morning.

27. There is … bend in the road.

28. Thomas Banks is … last person I want to see.

29. My favourite subject at … school is … History.

30. He knows … history of the French Revolution well.

31. Tom’s going to take … his fishing-rod.

32. Could you phone later, please? Jane’s having … shower. 

33. The rent is 50 dollars … week.

34. We often go to … theatre and to … cinema.

35. Yesterday Dad came home at 8 o’clock, we had … dinner and then watches … TV. We went to … bed at 11 p.m.

36. What … pity they haven’t come!

37. I can’t find … letter which I received this morning.

38. By … way, have you heard anything from Tim lately?

39. … President is going to open … new hospital …next month.

40. Are you going to … country on … Saturday?

41. They usually go … shopping on Mondays, but last Monday they didn’t do … shopping.

42. … Trafalgar Square is the geographical center of … London.

43. Dad came to … school to see my teacher yesterday.

44. ‘Do this exercise at … school and that one at … home,’ said our teacher in … loud voice.

45. – Could you tell me … time, please? – It’s … quarter past four.

46. We are busy today, but we have … little time to spare tomorrow.

47. The sweater was cheap. It cost only… few pounds.

48. To tell … truth, I didn’t expect to see him.

49. It’s …high time you stopped being so lazy.

50. …earth goes round… sun.

51. … life is hard in that climate.

52. What … lovely song!

53. It took me one and … half hours to get there.

54. …half …dozen eggs, please.

55. I live in … Tverskaya Street.

56. … United Kingdom includes … Great Britain and … Northern Ireland.

57. Where’s… John’s raincoat?

58. Does … Mark speak … Spanish?

59. Show me … Canary Islands on this map, please.

60. Although the north of… Scotland is called … Highlands the mountains aren’t high there - … Ben Nevis (1343) is the highest peak.

61. On Wednesday … Moscow Times published an article about Marcus Webb.

62. … President Putin is going  to deliver … speech.

63. … Queen Elizabeth II won’t speak on TV tomorrow.

64. …drawing man catches at …straw.

65. From now on I won’t move …step.

66. They had … lovely tea at their friends.

67. She felt like … Alice in Wonderland.

68. …Hague is in … Netherlands.

69. …’Russia’ is a very comfortable ship.

70. …knowledge is … power. 

Articles keys

“a” or “the”

11. The students are going to write a… test.  the…test consists of five tasks.

12. My son got  a… bad mark at school yesterday, but the… mark did not upset him.

13. We have a… new student in the class. the…student comes from Peru.

14. They gave a… party last night. Everybody enjoyed the… party.

15. I found a…kitten in the street and brought it home, but my mother is against the…kitten.

16. He met a… girl at the disco. the…girl was a wonderful dancer.

17. My uncle built a…house. the…house is small but quite comfortable.

18. I saw a…beautiful dress in the shop, but the…dress was too expensive for me to buy.

19. There is a… new dictionary on sale now. the… dictionary gives 200.000 words.

20.  You asked me…a question but I think you should know the… answer yourself.

“a/an” or “-“

11. What a… witty man!

12. What … good children!

13. What … miserable weather!

14. What a… fantastic dress!

15. What … wonderful news!

16. What a… strange answer!

17. What … valuable information!

18. What a… informative article!

19. What… beautiful hair she has!

20. What … wonderful flowers!

“a”, “the», or “–“ (meals)

11. Let’s settle all business matters before … lunch.

12. I usually have a cup of tea with sandwiches for … breakfast.

13. Mum, is … dinner ready?

14. Something is burning! – Oh, I’ve forgotten about the… supper again!

15. How much did you pay for the… dinner?

16. You usually have … breakfast at 8, don’t you?

17. They had a… delicious lunch at the café.

18. How many people will be present? How much wine shall we have for the - supper?

19. Most people watch TV after …supper.

20. When … tea is ready we shall call you. 

“the” or “–“

21. the… Adriatic Sea, which is between the coasts of …Italy and Yugoslavia, is an arm of the…Mediterranean Sea.

22. the… Swiss Alps are a good place to go to if you like skiing.

23. “My heart’s in the…Highlands”.

24. the…Chicago River flows south towards the…Gulf of …Mexico.

25. the…Panama Canal connects the…Atlantic and the…Pacific Oceans.

26. the…Volga flows from the…Valdai Hills to the…Caspian Sea.

27. We get tea from …China and Ceylon.

28. …Alaska is the biggest state in the…USA.

29. Where are the… British Isles situated?

30. The pupil showed …Europe, …Asia, …North and …South America, …Africa on the map but he completely forgot about …Australia.

31. …Tverskaya Street is the central street of Moscow.

32. the…National Gallery faces …Trafalgar square.

33. When did you arrive at … Heathrow airport?

34. the…Bolshoy Theatre is famous for its ballet performances.

35. What is on at the… “Odeon”?

36. Whenever the Greens come to London they stay at the…Hilton Hotel.

37. Tourists coming to London often do the shopping in … Oxford Street.

38.  …London Zoo is situated in …Regent Park of London. 

39.  You can find a beautiful collection of Modern Art in the… Tate Gallery.

40. What is the… British Museum famous for?

“a/an”, “the” or “–“

21. It was …evening.

22. It was a…warm summer evening.

23. the…evening was very pleasant.

24. Let’s meet in the…evening, I’ll be very busy in the…afternoon.

25. It was … early morning.

26. It snowed at … night.

27. We started early in the… morning.

28. … night came, … day broke, but there was no sign of the pane.

29. Don’t worry, we’ll get home before …sunset.

30. The children were shivering though it was a… warm night.

31. (the)… Russians like a… good hard winter with plenty of snow and frost.

32. Nature is so beautiful in … winter.

33. In this country … spring is always wet, … summer is unbearably hot, … autumn is wet and muddy, … winter is cold and snowy.

34. Do you still remember the… spring when you first told me of your love?

35. Nothing can be more beautiful than motoring across the green fields in … early spring.

36. It was … late autumn.

37. the… autumn of 1993 was very warm and sunny.

38. …spring makes people feel young.

39. I like … summer best.

40. What do you usually do in … autumn?

“a/an”, “the” or”–“

21. This trip costs a…lot of …money.

22. She failed us. What a…surprise! What a… shame! What a… shock!

23. I don’t believe you, I think you’re telling a… lie.

24. Did you have a… lovely time at the… picnic?

25. I was feeling sleepy so I had a… nap.

26. He made a… mistake.

27. Could you give me a… lift to … school?

28. Have a… look at the… sky. It looks like rain.

29. She’ll have a… shower and return in an… hour and a… half.

30. I’ll have to make a… speech at the reception.

31. I assure you I’m telling you the… truth.

32. In England we drive on the… left.

33. Henry the… VIII had six wives.

34. In summer they seldom go to … school.

35. I like to stay at … home on cold nights.

36. …Christmas is on the… 24th of …December.

37. Tom didn’t go to … work yesterday.

38. He lives in the… North of …Africa.

39. the… advice, you gave me, helped a lot.

40. I like to be in the… center of everything.

Fixed expressions.


All of a… sudden; as a… result; in… demand; to tell  the… truth; to be at a… loss; once a… week; from …head to … foot; as a… matter of fact; in a… loud voice; at …first sight; the…day before yesterday; after … lunch; two times a… day; in…fact; to have a… good time; to playthe… violin; in… conclusion; at a…time; to be in a…hurry; from …time to …time; by…mistake; the…other day; at…sunset; to watch…TV; to listen to the… radio; to be in…bed; for… example; to tell the… time; by… bicycle; to take  a…seat 

Test on Articles.

Choose   A) a     B)  the     C)  –

71. Please clean the … blackboard.

72. … good books have … good examples.

73. I must go to the… bank and  the… post office.

74. It’s as cold as… ice.

75. Which is longer: the… Volga or  the… Danube?

76. Would you like to go to the… theatre with me tonight?

77. Is … Everest the… highest mountain in  the… world?

78. the… news that you brought was  a… great shock.

79. It’s  a…  pity that you can’t come.

80. the… weather was fine, and we decided to take  a…walk.

81. They say … sugar is bad for you.

82. He went to the… prison to visit his son.

83. Is … Amsterdam in the… United States or in   the… Netherlands?

84. This school has quite a…large campus.

85. the… Statue of Liberty was presented as a… gift by  the… people of …France to the… people of the… Unites States.

86. the… sun rises in the… east and sets in the… west.

87. … Loch Ness is a… lake in Scotland.

88. the… English are very proud of their history.

89. Do you know what is on at the… “Bolshoi” tomorrow evening?

90. Is … Malta in the… Mediterranean?

91. They are looking for a… man with … long dark hair. He is armed and dangerous.

92. I’d like to have a… hamburger for… breakfast.

93. Pushkin is an… outstanding Russian poet.

94. Can you play the… piano.

95. Will you play … chess with me.

96. At… night I had a… terrible headache after I had drunk a… lot of coffee in the… morning.

97. There is a… bend in the road.

98. Thomas Banks is the… last person I want to see.

99. My favourite subject at … school is … History.

100. He knows the… history of the French Revolution well.

101. Tom’s going to take … his fishing-rod.

102. Could you phone later, please? Jane’s having a… shower. 

103. The rent is 50 dollars a… week.

104. We often go to the… theatre and to the… cinema.

105. Yesterday Dad came home at 8 o’clock, we had … dinner and then watches … TV. We went to … bed at 11 p.m.

106. What a… pity they haven’t come!

107. I can’t find the… letter which I received this morning.

108. By  the… way, have you heard anything from Tim lately?

109. the… President is going to open a… new hospital …next month.

110. Are you going to the… country on … Saturday?

111. They usually go … shopping on Mondays, but last Monday they didn’t do  the… shopping.

112. … Trafalgar Square is the geographical center of … London.

113. Dad came to … school to see my teacher yesterday.

114. ‘Do this exercise at … school and that one at … home,’ said our teacher in a… loud voice.

115. – Could you tell me the… time, please? – It’s a… quarter past four.

116. We are busy today, but we have a… little time to spare tomorrow.

117. The sweater was cheap. It cost only a… few pounds.

118. To tell  the… truth, I didn’t expect to see him.

119. It’s …high time you stopped being so lazy.

120. the…earth goes round the… sun.

121. … life is hard in that climate.

122. What a… lovely song!

123. It took me one and  a… half hours to get there.

124. …half a…dozen eggs, please.

125. I live in … Tverskaya Street.

126. the… United Kingdom includes … Great Britain and … Northern Ireland.

127. Where’s… John’s raincoat?

128. Does … Mark speak … Spanish?

129. Show me the… Canary Islands on this map, please.

130. Although the north of… Scotland is called the… Highlands the mountains aren’t high there - … Ben Nevis (1343) is the highest peak.

131. On Wednesday the… Moscow Times published an article about Marcus Webb.

132. … President Putin is going  to deliver a… speech.

133. … Queen Elizabeth II won’t speak on TV tomorrow.

134. a…drawing man catches at a…straw.

135. From now on I won’t move a…step.

136. They had a… lovely tea at their friends.

137. She felt like an… Alice in Wonderland.

138. the…Hague is in the… Netherlands.

139. the…’Russia’ is a very comfortable ship.

140. …knowledge is … power. 

