Упражнения для развития навыков чтения в рамках подготовки к ЕГЭ

Грекова А.А.,

учитель английского языка

Main Idea
The main idea of a paragraph is what all the sentences are about. 
Read each paragraph carefully. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.
1. Juan loves to play games. His favorite game is chess because it requires a great deal of thought. Juan also likes to play less demanding board games that are based mostly on luck. He prefers Monopoly because it requires luck and skill. If he’s alone, Juan likes to play action video games as long as they aren’t too violent.

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

a. Juan dislikes violence.
b. Juan likes to think.
c. Juan enjoys Monopoly.
d. Juan enjoys playing games.

 

2. Maria is watching too much television. A toddler shouldn’t be spending hours staring blankly at a screen. Worse yet, some of her wild behavior has been inspired by those awful cartoons she watches. We need to spend more time reading books with her and pull the plug on the TV!

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

a. Watching a lot of television isn’t good for Maria.
b. Books are good.
c. All cartoons are bad.
d. Some cartoons are bad for Maria.

 

3. Samantha, I can’t eat or sleep when you are gone. I need to hear your scratchy voice and see your lovely toothless smile. I miss that special way that you eat soup with your fingers. Please come home soon!

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

a. Samantha, you have bad manners.
b. Samantha, you should see a dentist.
c. Samantha, I miss you.
d. Samantha, I have lost my appetite.

 

4. Someday we will all have robots that will be our personal servants. They will look and behave much like real humans. We will be able to talk to these mechanical helpers and they will be able to respond in kind. Amazingly, the robots of the future will be able to learn from experience. They will be smart, strong, and untiring workers whose only goal will be to make our lives easier.

Which sentence from the paragraph expresses the main idea?

a. Someday we will all have robots that will be our personal servants.
b. We will be able to talk to these mechanical helpers and they will be able to respond in kind.
c. They will look and behave much like real humans.
d. Amazingly, the robots of the future will be able to learn from experience.

Contributing to the Main Idea

Every sentence in a paragraph must contribute to the main idea. Most of the sentences in a paragraph simply support the main idea. Some may state or summarize that idea.
Подготовительные упражнения к заданию 1. 

1. Look at the task B2 and read the headings only. Match each of the headings A – G to a description below

The text with this heading will probably talk about…

1. how doing something wrong can cost a lot of money

2. something that people don’t like, but which is needed.

3. judging how dangerous a situation is.

4. the latest things that people think about.

5. someone who know a lot about their own area.

6. information about future events.

7. accurate changes from one language to another.

2. Quickly read texts 1 – 6 and decide which one refers to each of the following

a. Earthquakes

b. Communication difficulties

c. Danger in coal mines

d. Where cars park

e. Creating adverts

f. Guiding a means of transport

A. CALCULATED RISKS
B. NECESSARY ANNOYANCE
C. FASHIONABLE IDEAS
D. EXACT TRANSLATION
E. USEFUL PREDICTIONS
F. EXPENSIVE MISTAKES
G. LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
1. If you are considering a career in advertising, you should ask yourself whether you have the necessary qualities. Advertisements tell people what is cool and what isn't. To be successful in advertising, you have to be able to guess what people are going to want next and create advertisements with that in mind. Advertisers lead the way and unless you can come up with the latest concepts then it might not be the career for you.
2. Keeping cars, vans and lorries constantly on the move is a vital part of a modern city and traffic wardens play a central role in that. While the police deal with accidents and are generally respected, traffic wardens are generally disliked for giving tickets to motorists who have parked illegally. However, if they stop and think about it, even drivers who find traffic wardens annoying usually agree that we need them to prevent the traffic system becoming chaotic.
3. We normally think of a pilot as a person who flies a plane, but ships can also have pilots. Ships might travel all around the world and the captain cannot possibly know the details of every harbour or other waterway that they go to. A ship's pilot is a person who is very familiar with the local waters and who can guide a ship to safety. They are aware of all the dangers in the area and advise the captain.
4. Although being a seismologist can involve long hours in an office or a laboratory, the information they gather is far from boring. Seismologists study earthquakes and they are sometimes able to warn people that an earthquake is about to happen. Although it is not an exact science, these warnings can sometimes help people prepare. Even giving people a few minutes before the earthquake hits may well save lives.
5. Although the job of a coal miner can still be dangerous, it is much safer than it used to be. Today, the chances of something going wrong are worked out very carefully and safety is extremely important. Mining companies will never be able to completely remove the element of danger, but the industry does everything it can to make sure that miners are as safe as possible. Miners are trained to judge how dangerous a situation might be and to take appropriate action to protect themselves and their colleagues.
6. When politicians from different countries get together, there is often another figure by their sides. If the politicians don't speak the same language, an interpreter makes sure that they are able to communicate. In such important meetings, it is essential that the message does not get changed along the way.
Interpreters need to be extremely careful that what they say to one politician in one language is precisely what the other politician intended to say in their own language.

	№ текста
	1
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Read the text  without stopping to choose the correct missing words. Then read it again, pausing to underline the correct words. Finally, read the selection again to see if it makes sense. 

Dog Face
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I __1__ by Mr. J. Gerald Camper’s house one day and was greeted by a rather old looking dog. She was a gentle beast who __2__ her tail as she pushed her nose against my hand.
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“What’s her __3__?” I asked.
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“I call her ‘Dog Face,’” replied the old __4__.
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“__5__ do you call her that?” I asked.
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“Isn’t it obvious?” asked Mr. Camper.
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“Not really.”
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Mr. Camper cradled the old animal’s head in his hands. “If you __6__ at just the right angle, you can see that she seems to have a dog’s face,” he __7__.
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“But she is a __8__!” I said.
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“Shhhh!” Mr. Camper responded with the loudest whisper I have ever __9__. “Don’t let her hear you say that!”
[image: image10.jpg]


I said __10__, because I didn’t know what to say.

	1.
	stopped
	ran
	went
	carried

	2.
	chased
	bit
	wagged
	lost

	3.
	breed
	problem
	age
	name

	4.
	dog
	cow
	lady
	gentleman

	5.
	How
	Why
	Where
	When

	6.
	listen
	look
	call
	wonder

	7.
	explained
	asked
	smelled
	knew

	8.
	person
	female
	dog
	potato

	9.
	spoken
	seen
	found
	heard

	10.
	here
	yes
	words
	nothing


There is one sentence in each of the following paragraphs that does not contribute to the main idea. It does not belong in the paragraph. Underline the sentence that should be removed from each paragraph.
 

1. I am looking forward to election day. It’s fun to vote and exciting to watch the election results. I’ll be hoping for my candidate to win and enjoying the suspense if the vote is close. The following day will be a good time to play video games. No matter who wins, an election is a special occasion.

 

2. Jill is beginning the lengthy process of choosing a college. She is buying and reading guides to the best schools. She hasn’t decided against working for a year before attending college. She’s checking out the many Websites that provide information for picking the right college or university. She’s even researching the climate of the area of every school she considers.

 

3. Bill is one of those people who just doesn’t have to worry about gaining too much weight. He is the best tennis player I’ve ever met. Bill can eat any amount of any food he likes without putting on any weight. He can go for weeks without exercising with no apparent effect. It just doesn’t seem fair!

 

4. Scientists are learning a great deal about the aging process. This knowledge will allow doctors to help their patients live longer and better lives. They will be able to defeat diseases associated with aging and perhaps even delay the onset of old age. Many doctors agree that some medicines are much too expensive.

Pizza
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“Perry’s Pepper Pizza Parlor!” Perry said. “May I help you?”
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“Yes, I’d like to order a large pepper pepperoni pizza with hot peppers and green peppers,” said the lady on the other end of the phone.
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“Is that all, ma’am?” asked Perry.
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“Yes, but please put the hot peppers on half the pizza and the green peppers on both halves. Also, I’d like the pepperoni on the hot pepper part but not on the green pepper part.”
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“But didn’t you say you wanted the green peppers on both parts?”
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“That’s right,” the lady replied.
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“That’s not possible!” Perry pronounced.
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“Why can’t I have green peppers on the whole pizza?”
[image: image19.jpg]


“I mean the pepperoni part.”
[image: image20.jpg]


“I don’t see why pepperoni placement is so difficult,” the lady said. “But if that’s too much trouble, just put the pepperoni on the whole pizza!” she added impatiently.
[image: image21.jpg]


Perry sighed. “That will be twelve dollars and fourteen cents.”
[image: image22.jpg]


“Can you deliver my pizza?”
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“Sure. What’s your address?”
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“There’s no number, but I live on Forestview Road.”
[image: image25.jpg]


“Can you help me a little more than that?” Perry asked, trying to be as pleasant as possible.
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“I live in a white trailer with a pickup truck in the driveway,” responded the lady.
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Perry wanted to scream, “So does everyone else in this county!” but he did not. “Can you give me a little more help than that?” he asked calmly instead.
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“Yes, there is no blue picket fence in front of our home,” said the lady.
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“Are there blue picket fences in front of all the other homes on your road?”
[image: image30.jpg]


“No, silly, but we used to have one a few years ago. Just look for the home that doesn’t have one there anymore.”
[image: image31.jpg]


Perry began to dream about early retirement. “I’m kind of confused,” he said in a shaky voice.
[image: image32.jpg]


“No offense, sir,” the lady said, “but you do have a listening comprehension problem.”

Underline every statement that must be true based on the text.
Perry’s Pepper Pizza Parlor delivered Pepsi.
Perry’s Pepper Pizza Parlor delivers pizzas to people’s homes.
Everyone in the county lived in a white trailer.
There are blue picket fences in front of all the homes on the caller’s road.

The caller didn’t want to have pepperoni on the green pepper pizza part.
Perry worked to hide his impatience with the caller.
Perry wasn’t good at understanding what people were saying.
The caller said that she lived on Forestview Road.
Using Inference

Sometimes someone will try to tell you something without coming right out and saying it. He will imply it. When you understand what is implied, you infer. Sometimes you can infer the truth even when the speaker or writer isn’t trying to be helpful. That’s called “reading between the lines.”
See if you can infer a hidden message in each of the following selections.
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Turner almost wished that he hadn’t listened to the radio. He went to the closet and grabbed his umbrella. He would feel silly carrying it to the bus stop on such a sunny morning.

1. Which probably happened?

a. Turner realized that he had an unnatural fear of falling radio parts.
b. Turner had promised himself to do something silly that morning.
c. Turner had heard a weather forecast that predicted rain.
d. Turner planned to trade his umbrella for a bus ride.
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“Larry, as your boss, I must say it’s been very interesting working with you,” Miss Valdez said. “However, it seems that our company’s needs and your performance style are not well matched. Therefore, it makes me very sad to have to ask you to resign your position today.” 

2. What was Miss Valdez telling Larry?

a. She would feel really bad if he decided to quit.
b. He was being fired.
c. He was getting a raise in pay.
d. She really enjoyed having him in the office.
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No, Honey, I don’t want you to spend a lot of money on my birthday present. Just having you for a husband is the only gift I need. In fact, I’ll just drive my old rusty bucket of bolts down to the mall and buy myself a little present. And if the poor old car doesn't break down, I’ll be back soon. 

3. What is the message?

a. I don’t want a gift.
b. Buy me a new car.
c. The mall is fun.
d. I’ll carry a bucket for you.
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Bill and Jessica were almost done taking turns choosing the players for their teams. It was Jessica’s turn to choose, and only Kurt was left.
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Jessica said, “Kurt.” 

4. We can infer that ________

a. Kurt is not a very good player.
b. Jessica was pleased to have Kurt on her team.
c. Kurt was the best player on either team.
d. Jessica was inconsiderate of Kurt’s feelings.

DREAM
The most extraordinary dream I ever xx1xx was one in which I fancied that, as I was going into a theater, the cloak-room attendant stopped me in the lobby and insisted on my xx2xx my legs behind. I was not surprised; but I was considerably annoyed. I said I had never heard of such a rule at any respectable theater xx3xx, and that I considered it a most absurd regulation. The man replied that he was very xx4xx, but that those were his instructions. People complained that they could not get to and from their xx5xx comfortably, because other people's legs were always in the way; and it had, therefore, been decided that xx6xx should leave their legs outside. It seemed to me that the management, in making this order, had gone xx7xx their legal right; and, under ordinary circumstances, I should have disputed it. However, I didn't want to xx8xx a disturbance; and so I sat down and meekly prepared to comply with the demand. I had never before xx9xx that the human leg could be unscrewed. I had always thought it was more securely fixed. But the man showed me how to undo them, and I found that they came off quite easily. The discovery did not surprise xx10xx any more than the original request that I should take them off. Nothing does surprise one in a dream. 

Adapted from Dreams, by Jerome K. Jerome 

Начало формы

Конец формы

	1. xx1xx

	   a)
	was

	   b)
	saw

	   c)
	had

	   d)
	wanted

	2. xx2xx

	   a)
	leave

	   b)
	leaves

	   c)
	leaving

	   d)
	left

	3. xx3xx

	   a)
	before

	   b)
	after

	   c)
	during

	   d)
	so

	4. xx4xx

	   a)
	angry

	   b)
	sorry

	   c)
	friendly

	   d)
	helpful

	5. xx5xx

	   a)
	homes

	   b)
	jobs

	   c)
	arms

	   d)
	seats

	6. xx6xx

	   a)
	somebody

	   b)
	everybody

	   c)
	anybody

	   d)
	nobody

	7. xx7xx

	   a)
	beyond

	   b)
	from

	   c)
	to

	   d)
	around

	8. xx8xx

	   a)
	understand

	   b)
	know

	   c)
	make

	   d)
	learn

	9. xx9xx

	   a)
	know

	   b)
	known

	   c)
	knowing

	   d)
	knows

	10. xx10xx

	   a)
	him

	   b)
	them

	   c)
	me

	   d)
	us

	11. The word extraordinary in the first sentence means

	   a)
	wonderful

	   b)
	unusual

	   c)
	terrible

	   d)
	funny

	12. How did the writer feel about being asked to leave his legs hehind?

	   a)
	angry

	   b)
	scared

	   c)
	surprised

	   d)
	happy

	13. When the writer was asked to leave his legs behind, he

	   a)
	did not do it.

	   b)
	was not able to do it.

	   c)
	did it.

	   d)
	ran away.

	14. True or False: The writer was the only person who had to remove his legs.

	   a)
	True.

	   b)
	False.

	15. True or False: The writer had never removed his legs before.

	   a)
	True.

	   b)
	False.


Half-Truths
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Beware of those who use the truth to deceive. When someone tells you something that is true, but leaves out important information that should be included, he can create a false impression.
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For example, someone might say, “I just won a hundred dollars on the lottery. It was great!” 
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This guy’s a winner, right? Maybe, maybe not. We then discover that he bought two hundred tickets, and only one was a winner. He’s really a big loser!
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He didn’t say anything that was false, but he deliberately omitted important information. That’s called a half-truth. Half-truths are not technically lies, but they are just as dishonest.
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Untrustworthy candidates in political campaigns often use this tactic. Let’s say that during Governor Smith’s last term, her state lost one million jobs and gained three million jobs. Then she seeks another term. One of her opponents runs an ad saying, “During Governor Smith’s term, the sate lost one million jobs!” That’s true. However an honest statement would have been, “During Governor Smith’s term, the state had a cleat gain of two million jobs.” 
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Advertisers sometimes use half-truths. It’s against the law to make false claims so they try to mislead you. An ad might boast, “Nine out of ten doctors recommend Yucky Pills to cure flu” It doesn’t mention that they only asked ten doctors and nine of them work for the Yucky Corporation.
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This kind of deception happens too often. It’s a sad fact of life: Lies are lies, and sometimes the truth can lie as well.

 1. Which statement is true according to the article?

a. Whenever people tell the truth, they are really lying.
b. You can’t trust gamblers.
c. All governors help their states.
d. The truth can be used in dishonest ways.
2. What does “deceive” mean?

a. removing one’s teeth in public
b. ignore warnings
c. fool
d. repair
3. What does “omitted” mean?

a. spent money
b. left out
c. told about
d. exposed
4. The author clearly wants people to _________.

a. think carefully about what they read and hear
b. use less words during political campaigns
c. never trust anyone
d. vote for women candidates
5. Another appropriate title for this selection would be:

a. Natural Cat Food
b. Everyone Lies
c. Lying With the Truth
d. Сure for flu 

Maritime mysteries
When a yacht was found off the east coast of Australia without its crew, journalists immediately started to compare it with the Mary Celeste. But is there justification for comparing the two events? 

The case of the Mary Celeste may not have become so well-known if Arthur Conan Doyle hadn’t used it for one of his stories. In fact many people confuse the fiction of the Conan Doyle story with the facts. It was he who changed her name to Marie Celeste and said that there was warm food ready on the table including steaming cups of tea. He also said that the ship was in excellent condition. This was not the case. 

The Mary Celeste was spotted by the captain of the Dei Gratia, a ship that had left New York a week later on a similar route from the States to Italy. Both ships had liquid cargo. The former had 1701 barrels of industrial alcohol on board whereas the latter had 1735 barrels of petroleum. The two captains knew each other. Captain Morehouse was surprised to see Captain Briggs’s ship drifting although she was flying no distress signals. He knew that on board were seven crew members, Captain Briggs, his wife Sarah and their two-year-old daughter Sophia. He tried to make contact but there was never any reply. After two hours of observing the ship he sent a small boat with some of his crew over to investigate. 

Although the vessel was found to be in a good condition, all was not as it should have been. First of all there was a lot of water between the decks and everything was soaking wet, including the captain’s bed. There were things missing, for example the sextant and the marine chronometer. Not only marine equipment but papers were missing too, although the captain’s logbook remained. This suggests that the ship was deliberately abandoned, but in a rush. Captain Morehouse’s explanation was that they had left quickly because they thought the ship was sinking. Importantly, there were no lifeboats on board either and ropes were found hanging over the side. One thick rope was found torn. Captain Morehouse said it appeared that the boat had been launched but attached to the ship. However, there had been gale force winds and torrential rain the days before they found the ship. If the crew and passengers were in the lifeboat it could easily have broken away. It’s much more difficult to stay afloat in a small boat in bad weather. The passengers could have drowned or floated out to die of hunger and thirst. 

In addition the galley was in a terrible state. The cooking pots and pans were all over the place and the cooking stove had been knocked over. The cargo was untouched although when it eventually arrived at its destination, nine of the barrels were found to be empty. This could link to the fact that the hatch to the cargo was open. Leaking alcohol may have caused fumes and the captain may have worried there could be an explosion – another plausible reason for leaving the ship. 
The possibility of a mutiny has always been considered unlikely, Captain Briggs was a highly respected seaman with an excellent reputation, as was his second-in-command. 

In contrast, the Australian ‘ghost yacht’ Kaz 11 was as though the men had vanished into thin air leaving everything normal and in working order. The boat, a 12m catamaran, had been bought just a week before by skipper Derek Batton, 56, and Peter and James Tunstead, brothers aged 69 and 63. She left Airlie Beach on 15 April 2007 and was spotted drifting in calm waters three days later by a patrol aircraft. Unable to communicate with the Kaz 11, a rescue helicopter sent down a man the following day, he found a table set for a meal but nobody on board. Not only was food ready but there were a couple of laptops on, and the crew’s mobile phones, sunglasses, wallets and cameras were there. The boat engine was in neutral and the lights were on. The emergency equipment, including life jackets, seemed untouched. 

There was only one clue which may explain what happened: three fenders were tied to the side of the catamaran. These are soft, solid objects like an old tyre which protect the side of the boat and are put out when approaching another boat. These are then brought in when sailing. One of the fenders was tied up higher indicating she may have been tied up to a larger vessel. The running engine idling in neutral indicates that they were willing to be approached. 

After authorities stopped searching for the men the families spent thousands of dollars hiring helicopters and boats to search the sea and the 74 nearby Whitsunday Islands. They reluctantly called off their search after three weeks. There was speculation that the men had jumped out of the boat to push her off a sandbank, but then the wind set the boat free leaving the men stranded. Whatever happened, the disappearance of the crew is one more maritime mystery. 
