Singular or Plural
1. leg-legs, toy – toys, book – books

2. bus – buses, box – boxes, glass – glasses, match – matches, BUT: mouths, myths, paths, baths
3. fly – flies, army – armies, lady – ladies, BUT: Mary – Marys, penny – pennies ( 5 pence(price)
4. cargo(es), potato(es), tomato(es), hero(es), echo(es), Negro(es), BUT: pianos, solos, photos
5. wife – wives, knife – knives, life – lives, leaf – leaves, thief – thieves, calf – calves, half - halves

shelf – shelves, wolf – wolves, 

BUT: roofs, handkerchiefs, chiefs, wharfs, safes 
6. man – men, woman – women, foot – feet, tooth – teeth, goose – geese, mouse – mice, 

      louse – lice(вошь), ox – oxen, child – children
7. deer, sheep, swine, fish, cod (треска), pike (щука), salmon (лосось, семга), trout (форель)

8. Word of Latin-Greek Origin:

Antenna – antennae

Phenomenon – phenomena

Criterion – criteria

Formula – formulae

Datum – data

Stimulus – stimuli

Terminus – termini (terminuses)
         Nucleus – nuclei

         Genius – genii

         Cactus – cacti

         Focus – foci

         Fungus – fungi (гриб)
         Syllabus – syllabi

         Analysis – analyses

         Apparatus - apparates

         Basis – bases

         Crisis – crises   

         Index – indexes/indices

         Oasis – oasis

         Thesis – theses

         Series – series

         Species – species 

9. Compound Nouns:
1) made of 2 nouns – the last part takes the plural: pen pals, lady-birds, teacups, housemaids, classrooms, armchairs, bookshelves, shoemakers
2) the first part is “man”, “woman” – both parts take the plural form: menservants, women-teachers
3) made with a preposition, only the first part takes the plural form: editors-in-chief, brothers-in-law, 

lookers-on, men-of war (военный корабль)

   4)  made of other parts of speech – the last part takes the plural form: forget-me-nots, 

        merry -go- rounds
   10. Only plural: trousers, shorts, jeans, pyjamas, tights, spectacles, opera-glasses, clothes, breeches    (казенная .часть   оружия), scales, wages, riches, goods, contents, tongs (клещи), fetters (оковы)
   11. Collective Nouns = they: people, police, enemy, cattle, the poor, the rich, the wounded, 

Groups of people: staff, government, team, family, class, club, committee, jury, party, public
Plural – if you talk about the group as a collection of individuals doing smth. together =WHO

Singular- if you talk about the group as a unit in an impersonal way = which
     12. Only singular (abstract nouns@ materials): friendship, peace, money, excitement, happiness,  twilight, permission, traffic, advice, knowledge, furniture, news, business, information, progress, trouble, scenery, work, luggage, means, beauty, weather, music, blood, gold, hair, ink, sugar, bread, cream,  glass…   You can’t use “A” article 
Physics, politics, Mathematics, phonetics – науки 
   13. Special cases with a change in meaning: 
a person ( 2 people; a beauty (красавица ; a youth (юноша; a hair (волосок ; a paper (газета; an iron ( утюг;  a rubber (резинка; a glass ( стакан;
conditions / under such conditions – обстоятельства; 
fault /find fault with- недостаток, ошибка, промах
spirit / be in high/low spirits, out of spirits – дух, душа, настроение – be one of the greatest spirits of his day – величайший ум своего времени
work – works – собрание сочинение, библейские дела, цех, завод, техническое, военное, строительное сооружение, рукоделие, шитье public works – общественные работы, a work of arts – произведение искусств
fishes – kinds of fish
colour/s – оттенок, флаг
customs-duties – таможня 

damages – compensation for ruin

pains – effort / take pains

quarters – lodgings, barracks, headquarters - military
a duck – animal / duck – its flesh
Physics, politics, Mathematics, phonetics – treated as plurals when practical application is meant- 

His phonetics are excellent. The acoustics of this hall are good.
Dozen, pair, couple, score: 2 pair of gloves, 3 dozen of eggs ( They went in pairs. I have told you dozens of times
After MANY, FEW both forms are used : so many pair of wings=a great many pairs of wings


A few score(s) of heads.

Foot – feet – the measure of length: 

Plural – Не was 5 feet high

Singular – when followed by a number indicating inches – The figure rose to its full length of 5 foot ten (5 футов 10 дюймов)

Pound-pounds – 10 pounds – 10pound 15 (10 фунтов 15 шиллингов)
A ten-pound note; a four-week trip; a 14 year-old girl - or a five years’ child; The Seven Years’ War
5 thousand pounds was stolen from the bank = sum of money
6 miles is not a big distance = distance

   14. DOUBLE plural forms
Genius(geniuses (men of genius)

( genii (spirits)
Brothers(sons of one mother

Brethren( members of one community

staff(staffs (штат) 

      ( staves (sticks)

cloth( cloths-kinds of cloth

       ( clothes – articles of dress

Index (indexes (tables of contents)

       ( indices (in Math)
Singular or Plural exercises 
1. Write the plural forms

Flower                Woman                        Umbrella                          Knife                        Foot       

Man                    Address                         Person                             Family                     Mouse

Boat                    Sheep                            Tooth                              Country                   Language                                                                                    Holiday               Leaf                               Child                              Watch                      Sandwich                                                        City

 2. Put in …is…or….are…

1. …. the shop open   ?                                     2. …..the shops open?

3. My hands … cold.                                        4. My nose….cold.

5. My feet … cold.                                           6 Where …my camera?.                                                                             

7. Where …my glasses?                                   8. Where … the children?

9. Your coat … dirty.                                       10. Your jeans … dirty.

11. Who … those men?                                    12. Who … that woman?

13. Who … those people?                                14. Mice… small animals.

15. Where … the scissors?                               16. Where … my clothes?                                                                            
3. Find and correct mistakes

1. She’s a very nice person.

2. I need a new jeans.

3. I’ve got 2 brother and 4 sister.

4. It’s a lovely park with a lot of beautiful tree.

5. There are a lot of sheep in that field.

6. Do you make many mistake when you speak English?

7. She’s married and has three childs.

8. Most of my friend are students.

9. He put on his pyjama and went to bed.

10. We went fishing but we didn’t catch many fish.

11. There were 3 persons in the car, 2 women and a man.

12. I like your trousers. Where did you buy it?

13. The town center is usually full of tourists.

14. This scissor isn’t very sharp.

4. Choose the right form

1. It’s a nice place. Many people… there for holiday. (go, goes)

2. Some people…. always late (is, are)

3. The president is not popular. The people … like him (don’t, doesn’t)

4. A lot of people… TV every day (watch, watches)

5. Three people … killed in the accident (was, were)

6. How many people … in that house? (live, lives)

7. …. the police carry guns in your country? (do, does)

8. The police… looking for the stolen car. (is, are)

9. I need my glasses, but I can’t find…(it, them)

10. I’m going to buy …new trousers today (a, some)

11. Margaret has got very long black … (hair, hairs)

12. We had ….. when we were on holiday (a very good weather/very good weather)

13. Sorry, I’m late. I had …with the car this morning (trouble, troubles)

14. I want something to read. I’m going to buy …paper (a, some)

15. I want to write some letters. I need …paper. (a, some)

16.It’s very difficult to find a…. at the moment (work, job)

17. Bad news… make people happy (don’t, doesn’t)

18. The flat is empty. We haven’t got any … yet. (furnitures, furniture)

19. I had to buy … bread because I wanted to make some sandwiches (a, some)

20. The trousers you bought for me … fit me (don’t, doesn’t)

21. Physics… my best subject at school (was, were)

22. Fortunately the news…. as bad as we had expected (wasn’t, weren’t)

23. The police …. to interview Fred about the robbery (want, wants)

24. Three days… long enough for a good holiday (isn’t, aren’t)

25. Where …your family live? (do, does)

26. England …lost all their football matches this season (have, has)

27. …. the police know about the stolen money? (do, does)

28. Can I borrow your scissors? Mine… sharp (isn’t, aren’t)

29. I’m going to take a taxi. Six miles …too far for me to walk (is, are)

30. Five thousand pounds…. stolen in the robbery (was, were)

31. Her dress showed that her means … limited (was, were)

5. Explain

1. Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers (Tennyson)

2. Idleness is the holiday of fools (Chesterfield)

3. The old believe everything, the middle-aged suspect everything, the young know everything                         
                 
(O.Wilde) 
4. She has dark hair. Her hair is dark.

5. She has a silver hair above her forehead.

6. She is a dark-haired girl
6. Put into Plural or Singular
1. His progress in English is fine.

2. Here is your money, thank you.

3. These geese live on the farm.

4. There is one potato on the plate.

5. He bought a loaf of bread.

6. My watch is ten minutes fast.

7. His business is answering letters.

8. The police are on guard of laws.

9. His trousers are too short for him.

10. Her father is repairing a roof of the cottage.

11. His favourite toy is a car.

12. Bob’s knowledge of Math is deep.

13. Where are the cattle?

14. Mary’s hair is quite black.

15. His clothes are always clean.

16. There is much butter on the plate.

17. Air is necessary for life.

18. This analysis is not correct.

19. That businessman is known in our city.

20. This is Nick’s favourite toy.

21. His shirts are fine.

22. The police in the city are attentive.

23. The information was local.

24. The story is sad.

25. These crises were described in the book.

26. Sheep are quiet animals.

27. The child has drawn a picture of a lady-bird.

28. He is a good sportsman.

29. His tooth aches in the morning.

30. This goose is a present for you. 

31. There is little bread on the table.

32. There is much ink in my pen.

33. My sister-in-law works at the university.

34. A cart is drawn by a horse.

35. Men enjoy fishing.

36. There is a goose on the meadow.

37. His life is tragic.

38. The information has come in time.

39. My knife is sharp.

40. Our wages grow not so fast as prices.

41. Sportsmen live in this hotel.

42. Where is your money?

43. The children are noisy.

44. This shelf was bought in winter.

45. The poor don’t live in this district.

46. An ox lives on the farm.

47. Father gave Bob his knife.

48. This deer was brought by the Indian.

49. This datum is not exact.

50. What are your wages?

51. The roof of the house is made of fine metal.

52. Your advice is so helpful.

53. Jack’s progress in French is great.
Singular or Plural    
KEYS
1. Write the plural forms

Flowers                Women                        Umbrellas                         Knives                        Feet       

Men                    Addresses                      Person -people                 Families                     Mice

Boats                    Sheep                            Teeth                              Countries                   Languages                                                                                    Holidays               Leaves                          Children                          Watches                    Sandwiches                                                        Cities

 2. Put in …is…or….are…

1. …is. the shop open   ?                                     2. are…..the shops open?

3. My hands …are cold.                                        4. My nose…is.cold.

5. My feet are… cold.                                           6 Where is…my camera?.                                                                             

7. Where are…my glasses?                                   8. Where are… the children?

9. Your coat …is dirty.                                         10. Your jeans are… dirty.

11. Who are… those men?                                    12. Who …is that woman?

13. Who are… those people?                                14. Mice…are small animals.

15. Where are… the scissors?                               16. Where …are my clothes?                                                                            

3. Find and correct mistakes

15. She’s a very nice person.√

16. I need a new jeans.= a pair of

17. I’ve got 2 brothers and 4 sisters.

18. It’s a lovely park with a lot of beautiful trees.

19. There are a lot of sheep in that field.

20. Do you make many mistakes when you speak English?

21. She’s married and has three children.

22. Most of my friends are students.

23. He put on his pyjamas and went to bed.

24. We went fishing but we didn’t catch much fish.

25. There were 3 people in the car, 2 women and a man.

26. I like your trousers. Where did you buy them?

27. The town center is usually full of tourists. .√

28. These scissors aren’t very sharp.

4. Choose the right form

1. It’s a nice place. Many people go… there for holiday. (go, goes)

2. Some people…are. always late (is, are)

3. The president is not popular. The people don’t… like him (don’t, doesn’t)

4. A lot of people…watch TV every day (watch, watches)

5. Three people were… killed in the accident (was, were)

6. How many people live… in that house? (live, lives)

7. Do…. the police carry guns in your country? (do, does)

8. The police…are looking for the stolen car. (is, are)

9. I need my glasses, but I can’t find them…(it, them)

10. I’m going to buy  some…new trousers today (a, some)

11. Margaret has got very long black hair… (hair, hairs)

12. We had …very good .. when we were on holiday (a very good weather/very good weather)

13. Sorry, I’m late. I had trouble…with the car this morning (trouble, troubles)

14. I want something to read. I’m going to buy  a…paper (a, some)

15. I want to write some letters. I need  some…paper. (a, some)

16.It’s very difficult to find a…job. at the moment (work, job)

17. Bad news…doesn’t make people happy (don’t, doesn’t)

18. The flat is empty. We haven’t got any …furniture yet. (furnitures, furniture)

19. I had to buy  some… bread because I wanted to make some sandwiches (a, some)

20. The trousers you bought for me don’t… fit me (don’t, doesn’t)

21. Physics was… my best subject at school (was, were)

22. Fortunately the news…wasn’t. as bad as we had expected (wasn’t, weren’t)

23. The police …want. to interview Fred about the robbery (want, wants)

24. Three days…isn’t long enough for a good holiday (isn’t, aren’t)

25. Where do/does…your family live? (do, does)

26. England have…lost all their football matches this season (have, has) 

27. Do…. the police know about the stolen money? (do, does)

28. Can I borrow your scissors? Mine…aren’t sharp (isn’t, aren’t)

29. I’m going to take a taxi. Six miles is…too far for me to walk (is, are)

30. Five thousand pounds…was. stolen in the robbery (was, were)

31. Her dress showed that her means was… limited (was, were)

5. Explain

1._ Knowledge comes, but _wisdom lingers (Tennyson)

2. _Idleness is the holiday of fools (Chesterfield)

3. The old believe everything, the middle-aged suspect everything, the young know everything                         

                 
(O.Wilde) 

4. She has _dark hair. Her hair is dark.

5. She has a silver hair above her forehead.

6. She is a dark-haired girl
6. Put into Plural or Singular

1. His progress in English is fine. .√

2. Here is your money, thank you. .√

3. These geese live on the farm. .√

4. There is one potato on the plate.- there are some potatoes on the plate(s). 

5. He bought a loaf of bread. – They bought some loaves of bread

6. My watch is ten minutes fast. – Their watches are….

7. His business is answering letters. .√

8. The police are on guard of laws. .√

9. His trousers are too short for him. .√

10. Her father is repairing a roof of the cottage. – the roofs of the cottages

11. His favourite toy is a car. – Their favourite toys are cars

12. Bob’s knowledge of Math is deep. .√

13. Where are the cattle? .√

14. Mary’s hair is quite black. .√

15. His clothes are always clean. .√

16. There is much butter on the plate. .√

17. Air is necessary for life. .√

18. This analysis is not correct. – These analyses are …

19. That businessman is known in our city. – those businessmen are ….

20. This is Nick’s favourite toy. – these are nick’s favourite toys
21. His shirts are fine. – His shirt is…

22. The police in the city are attentive. .√

23. The information was local. .√

24. The story is sad. – The stories were sad.

25. These crises were described in the book. – This crisis was 

26. Sheep are quiet animals. – A sheep is a quiet animal.

27. The child has drawn a picture of a lady-bird. – The children have drawn some pictures of lady-birds. 

28. He is a good sportsman. – they are good sportsmen.
29. His tooth aches in the morning. – Their teeth ache …

30. This goose is a present for you.  – These geese are a present…

31. There is little bread on the table. .√

32. There is much ink in my pen. .√

33. My sister-in-law works at the university.- My sisters-in-law work…
34. A cart is drawn by a horse.  - Carts are drawn by horses.

35. Men enjoy fishing. – a man enjoys …
36. There is a goose on the meadow. – There are geese…

37. His life is tragic. – Their lives are tragic
38. The information has come in time. .√

39. My knife is sharp. – Their knives are sharp

40. Our wages grow not so fast as prices. .√

41. Sportsmen live in this hotel. – A sportsman lives…

42. Where is your money? .√

43. The children are noisy. – The child is noisy

44. This shelf was bought in winter. – These shelves were…

45. The poor don’t live in this district. .√

46. An ox lives on the farm. – Oxen live…

47. Father gave Bob his knife. - Knives

48. This deer was brought by the Indian. – The deer were 

49. This datum is not exact. – Theses data are…

50. What are your wages? .√

51. The roof of the house is made of fine metal. – The roofs of the houses are ….

52. Your advice is so helpful. .√

53. Jack’s progress in French is great. .√

